
GOING WILD 
AT THE ZOO
The Gladys Porter Zoo 
hosted its annual Zoofari 
fundraiser this weekend 
with a western theme 
Donations are going toward 
the South Texas Discovery 
Center, which will house 
classrooms and a solar 
energy educational exhibit.

► PAGE A2

VALLEY & STATE

B o r d e r

Pa t r o l  R id e s*
U.S. Border Patrol McAllen 
Sector has announced the 
return of the Mounted Border 
Patrol in the Rio Grande Valley.

► PAGE Cl

LIFE & ARTS

WELTY ON
D ispla y

Cliff Welty's * Famous Artists * 
exhibition of large-scale oil 
paintings opened with a gala 
reception for the artist on 
Wechesday at the Galena 409 
in downtown Brownsville.

> PAGE a
OBITUARIES

Baby Gabriel Andres Cardenas 
Gilberto Q. Rodriguez 
Wayne H. Andrews 
Maria Antonia Vallejo 
James M. Moore

► PAGE a

MOST VIEWED 
ON THE WEB

Jo b  S e a r c h
The Port of Brownsville is still 
accepting applications for chief of 
the port's poke department 
offioals say but a preliminary list 
released by the port shows that 25 
people have already applied, 
inducing Brownsville Police Chief 
Cados Garcia.
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Good Morning! 
Thank you for reading 

today’s edition of 
The Brownsville Herald
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COSTLY DEAL
BISD settles with former Special Services director

BY GARY LONG
THE BROWNSVILLE HERALD

The Brow nsville Inde­
pendent School D istrict has 
settled a whistleblower law­
suit against it by former 
Special Services adminis 
trator Art Rendon for 
$300,000 and reinstated

Rendon to a $100,000-plus 
contract with the district.

Rendon signed the agree­
ment on Sept. 15. Catalina 
Presas-Garcia, president of 
the B ISD  Board of Thistles, 
signed it on Sept. 21.

The agreement followed a 
4-2-1 vote in favor of the set­
tlement at the Sept. 20 BISD

Board of Thistees meeting.
Presas-Garcia and 

Thistees Enrique Escobedo, 
Luci I xwgoria and Christina 
Saavedra voted in favor of 
the settlement. Rolando 
Aguilar and M inerva Pena 
voted against. Joe Colunga 
abstained.

B ISD  released details of

the settlement in response 
to a public inform ation 
request by The Brownsville 
Herald under the Texas 
Public Information Act.

According to the agree­
ment, BISD  offered Rendon a 
226-day, Ijevel 6 term contract

PLEASE SEE BISD, A5 RENDON

High Hopes
Valley goals go beyond the economy

YVETTE V H A T H E BROWNSVILLE HERALD

Elizabeth Llongueras was one of the speakers last week at the Vista Summit at the University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas 
Southmost College, where panelists from academia, government business and philanthropic groups discussed how to improve 
upon the strengths of the region. "Not everybody that left there is going to change the world today, but you just never know when 
a trigger comes that will get programs here that impact our Valley kids," Llongueras said.
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he Vista Summit 
at UTB-TSC this 
past week seemed 
to mean one thing 
to those who 
attended — a new 
type of effort to

improve the lives of the people 
of the Rio Grande Valley.

Ideas were only J  he beginning 
at the University of Texas 
System ’s two-day event that 
focused on the promise of future 
partnerships and collaborations 
by bringing key figures in differ­
ent sectors together at UT 
Brownsville.

“You have to Understand who 
you are and then build on those 
strengths and then make some 
bets as to what your growth 
should look like,” Bruce Katz of 
the Brookings Institution said 
on Thursday in a session with 
local media.
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Rosenthal 
defenders 
complain 
about FBI
Feds offer no 

response 
to allegations

BY EMMA PEREZ-DKVMO
THE BROWNSVILLE HERALD

As federal investiga­
tions continue into allega­
tions against Austin attor­
ney Marc G. Rosenthal — 
c h a r g e d  
a m o n g  
other things 
in connec­
tion with 
the racket­
eering case
of former 
s t a t e ROSENTHAL
D istrict Judge Abel C. 
Limas — his lawyers 
claim the F B I has been 
intimidating a witness.

The Herald obtained a 
public record that con­
tained this allegation and 
also indicated that 
Rosenthal’s attorneys, 
Ernesto Gamez and 
George Munoz, have com­
plained about the FB I agent 
to Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Michael J. Wynne.

“As this is in relation to 
a pending matter, it would 
not be appropriate for us 
to comment,” the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office for the 
Southern D istrict of 
Texas said. It also noted 
that the prosecutor in the 
case is with the Western 
District of Ttxas, which 
has not yet responded to 
an inquiry from The 
Herald.
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R io G rande Valley
administrative leave 
with pay shortly after 
plans were announced to
refocus the school as a 
magnet and college 
preparatory campus.

The $300,000 settle­
ment Rendon received 
was to be paid $173,131.80 
to Rendon; $46,868.20 to 
Frank E. Perez and 
Associates; $40,000 to the 
law office of Star Jones 
and $40,000 to the law- 
office of Ben Neece.

The settlement states 
that BISD denies all alle­
gations in the whistle­
blower lawsuit Rendon 
brought against the dis­
trict, styled civil action 
No. 10-198, Art Rendon 
vs. BISD in U.S. District 
Court in Brownsville.

Likewise, “in consider­
ation of the payment of 
the sums and obligations 
set forth,” Rendon releas­
es himself, his legal rep­
resentatives, successors,

beneficiaries and assigns 
from “any and all liabili­
ty, actions, causes of 
action, claims, demands, 
damages, costs, expenses 
and compensation of 
whatsoever nature” relat­
ed to the whistleblower 
lawsuit, as well as any 
and all claims Rendon 
“has or may have arising 
out of his employment 
with BISD through the 
date of the agreement.”

Rendon filed the 
whistleblower lawsuit in 
August 2010 alleging that 
BISD fired him in retali­
ation for revelations he 
made about mismanage­
ment and fraud in the 
district’s Special
Education department.

The lawsuit named 
BISD, trustees Rolando 
Aguilar, Joe Colunga, 
Ruben Cortez and Rick 
Zayas, individually and 
in their official capaci­
ties, and Superintendent

BISD
FROM PAGE A1

for the 2011-2012 school 
year at a daily rate of 
$450.15, which works out to 
a total of $101,733.90.

Rendon started work 
Monday as administrator 
of the BISD Trans­
portation Department. 
His job as administrator 
of BISD’s Special 
Services Department 
also was a Level 6 posi­
tion and the pay was in 
the same range, BISD 
confirmed.

Rendon took over for 
former Transportation 
Department administra­
tor Hector Chirinos, who 
is serving as interim 
principal at Veterans 
Memorial High School. 
VMHS principal Acacia 
Ameel was placed on

COMPLAINT
FROM PAGE A1

Gamez and the FBI did 
not return telephone calls 
for comment.

The claim of witness 
intimidation is in connec­
tion with the 13-count 
indictment that a federal 
grand jury in Brownsville

returned against Rosenthal 
in August. The indictment 
alleges his participation in 
a network of racketeering 
activity which prosecutors 
describe as the manipula­
tion of the federal and state 
court system.

Rosenthal is charged 
with racketeering con­
spiracy, tampering with a 
witness and aiding and 
abetting, tampering with 
a proceeding, extortion

and fraud. He has plead­
ed not guilty. .

The indictment seeks the 
forfeiture of at least $5.95 
million that prosecutors 
allege Rosenthal derived 
from racketeering activity.

Gamez and Muhoz claim 
they have credible evi­
dence the FBI agent has 
intimidated a witness to 
extract a false accusation 
against Rosenthal They 
say this is not the First time

Brett Springston, indi­
vidually and in his offi­
cial capacity.

It claimed that BISD 
violated Rendon’s First 
Amendment free-speech 
rights, his 14th Amend­
ment due process rights 
and that the district’s 
actions constituted
“whistleblower retaliation.”

The lawsuit followed a 
4-3 vote in June 2010 not 
to renew Rendon’s con­
tract. Zayas, Cortez, 
Colunga and Aguilar were 
the majority in that vote, 
with Trustees Enrique 
Escobedo, Minerva Pena 
and Presas-Garcia voting 
against.

Meanwhile, the cur­
rent BISD Board of 
Thistees has scheduled a 
special meeting for 5 
p.m. Monday to consult 
with BISD attorneys con­
cerning a lawsuit that 
former chief financial 
officer Tony Juarez filed

they have heard that the 
agent has used such tactics 
and that they are consider­
ing reporting the instances 
to the Office of Professional 
Responsibility.

In the document 
reviewed by The Herald, 
the attorneys make specif­
ic allegations against the 
FBI agent, including that 
he told the witness he was 
not the target of the inves­
tigation but that if he did-

against the district in 
January 2009.

The 5th U.S. Circuit 
Court of recently denied 
BISD’s motion for sum­
mary judgment and 
issued an opinion that 
Aguilar, Colunga, Cortez 
and Zayas are not cov­
ered by qualified immu­
nity in the case. Qualified 
immunity shields gov­
ernment officials from 
liability for violation of 
an individual’s constitu­
tional rights.

Juarez’s * lawsuit 
alleges a conspiracy by 
school board members to 
coerce Juarez’s partici­
pation in manipulating 
BISD’s stop loss insur­
ance contract. The law­
suit alleges that when 
Juarez would not partici­
pate, the four trustees 
coerced then-
Superintendent Hector 
Gonzales to obtain 
Juarez’s resignation. At

n’t give up Rosenthal, he 
would be charged with 
obstruction of justice.

According to the allega­
tion, the agent asked the 
witness to give false testi­
mony about Rosenthal and 
even suggested what he 
might say.

Gamez and Muhoz con­
tend that there are assis­
tant U.S. attorney and 
FBI internal conflicts 
against Rosenthal that

the same time, the law­
suit alleges, the trustees 
sought to coerce Juarez 
into a conspiracy to oust 
Gonzales, for which 
Juarez was promised 
restoration from his 
reassigned status as 
grants writer to that of 
chief financial officer.

Rather than partici­
pate in the alleged con­
spiracies, Juarez filed 
the lawsuit. U.S. District 
Judge Andrew Hanen 
earlier dismissed the 
14th Amendment due 
process claims Juarez 
makes in it, leaving only 
First Amendment 
claims.

Juarez currently 
serves as executive 
director of the 
Brownsville Housing 
Authority, a position he 
has held since February 
2010.

glontf&brownsvilleherald. com

are clouding the investi­
gation, and that the FBI 
agent may be acting 
wrongfully under color of 
law in his zeal to prose­
cute Rosenthal.

The investigation into 
Rosenthal continues and a 
grand jury is expected to 
convene in the near future. 
The Herald also found.

ef>frez-trevino@ 
brwmrvillcherald. com

Little Joe’s 71st Birthday Concert 
elehrating Hispanic Heritage Morn

FOUR TIME GRAMMY AWARD WINNER

LITTLE 
JOE

S at, October 22nd
U T B ^SC  ART5 CENTFR 

BROWNSVILLE

TICKETS ON SALE!
BOOT MCI-MOWNSVIILE • UTB-TSC ARTS CENTER

545-7733
PRIVAT OFFICE
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Ricardo’s International Cuisine
b y  C H E F  R i c a r d o

New Days! New Hours!
Thursday ll  am - ll  pm 
lunch I i - 4
Carnes Asadas and 
a Great Variety
All Day
Tampiquena 2 for   $14.95
Margaritas  .............. §3.00
Domestic Beer  ...............$2.00
Mariachis - Sol Azteca Live! 5-10

Friday 11 am - 11 pm 
Lunch 1 1 - 4
Mexican & Seafood Buffet 
Evening
Enjoy Keith Disantis Live! 6 - 9 
Saturday 
All Day Specials!
Sunday 11 cmd - 4 pm  

Sunday Brunch

Closed Monday - Wednesday • 3000 Pablo Kise! Ste. 200 f 5 4 4  2 0 6 9
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Holiday Inn
Seating up to 450 Guests

Weddings • Quince (intros • Rehearsal Dinners 
Bridal & Bah\ Showers • Receptions 
Social Events • Full Catering Sendee 

Table Linens Included 
Special Room Rates for yqur Out-of-Town Guest»

Ut^N .

. . 3777 N. Expressway • Brownsville, Texas 78520 
956-547-1555 • www.holidayinnbrownsville.com

W E'ALSO! BU Ya WHOLES ALE
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